Introduction

Agriculture was formerly the foundation of Taiwan’s economic development, while it plays multiple
roles in food safety, ecological environment, culture experience and soil conservation in modern
times. After long-term development, Taiwan’s agriculture is displaying timeless elegance in the 21st
century. With a high level of skills and colorful styles, it continues to show vigor in the international
arena.

Agricultural archives and heritage are the marker of its evolution. With this exhibition, visitors can
understand Taiwan’s agricultural development and achievements, and recognize agriculture as an
important cornerstone of Taiwan’s development in different times.

Experiencing the efforts to develop agriculture in the late Ming dynasty, Qing dynasty and Japanese
colonial period, Taiwan’s agriculture gradually moved towards modernization. Under the
Government's effective management, crop varieties, cultivation techniques, transformation of
agricultural organizations and development of new agricultural movement all bear fruitful results. This
achievement has pushed Taiwan’s agriculture into the world and made it a part of the global village.
For a deep knowledge of Taiwan’s agricultural development, the Council of Agriculture under the
Executive Yuan and National Development Council jointly organize this “Agriculture as the
Foundation of the State — Taiwan’s Agricultural Archive Exhibition”, featuring the following six themes:
1. evolution of agricultural organizations; 2. commencement of Taiwan’s agriculture; 3. agricultural
land policy and mass production; 4. agriculture as the main source of revenue; 5. growth and
structural transformation; and 6. quality goods and advancement of agriculture . With these six
stages, we present the development course of agriculture, fishery, forestry and livestock industry in
all periods; evolution of agricultural organizations and tasks; operation of agricultural policies and
their achievements; and the broad aspects of modern agriculture and prospects for the future. Each
theme is displayed according to its properties and time sequence, with short and easy-to-understand
captions, in the hope of increasing the visitors’ knowledge and identification of Taiwan’s agriculture.
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Exhibition in Taipei

Agricultural Exhibition Hall,
National Taiwan University

(No. 1, Section 4, Roosevelt Road,
Taipei City, Taiwan)

Monday-Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

(In accordance with exhibition site rules,
the exhibition will be closed on holidays
and weekends.)
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Exhibition in New Taipei

The Exhibition Hall of the National
Archives Administration, National
Development Council

(IF, North Tower, NO. 439, Zhongping Rd.,
Xinzhuang Dist., New Taipei City)

Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

(In accordance with exhibition site rules,
the exhibition will be closed on holidays
and weekends.)
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Evolution of Agricultural Organizations

Agricultural organizations and institutions are the main promoters of agricultural policies,
and exploration of their role changes is the first step to understand Taiwan’s agricultural
development. In 1948, the Joint Commission on Rural Reconstruction (JCRR) was
founded according to an economic agreement signed with the U.S. to rebuild rural areas
and revive agriculture. In 1949 when the Nationalist Government evacuated to Taiwan,
the Department of Agriculture was created under the Ministry of Economic Affairs and
was upgraded to the Agricultural Bureau in 1981. Agricultural departments at provincial
level then were the Agriculture and Forestry Division and the Food Division of the Taiwan
Provincial Government. With the end of the U.S. aid in 1979, the Commission was
reorganized and became the Council for Agricultural Planning and Development (CAPD)
under the Executive Yuan for continued promotion of agricultural development. In 1984,
the Government combined the CAPD and the Agricultural Bureau of MOEA to become
the Council of Agriculture (COA). In addition, the more-than-a-century-old farmers' and
fishermen'’s associations and irrigation associations as well as the 4-H club from the U.S.
have all made a significant contribution to Taiwan’'s agricultural and economic
development, social stability in rural areas and farmers' professional knowledge.
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Commencement of Taiwan' s Agriculture

Taiwan’s agriculture began its large-scale development in the Dutch colonial period and
Zheng Kingdom period, when southern Taiwan was the main area for cultivation. Rice
and sugar cane were the main crops, while mullet and milkfish dominated fishery
harvests. During the Qing dynasty, cultivated land started to expand. In late Qing, Taiwan
was opened to trade and its export commodities changed gradually from rice and sugar
to high-yield cash crops including tea, sugar and camphor. After exports greatly
increased, Taiwan’s economic heartland started to move northward. In the Japanese
colonial period, the primary economic policy was "industry for Japan, agriculture for
Taiwan". Technology and funds were combined to promote modernization of Taiwan’s
agriculture through land surveys, agricultural research, irrigation facilities and farmers’
organizations. New sugar refineries were built by the Japanese throughout Taiwan, and
successfully improved japonica rice was also exported to Japan in large quantities. At the
end of the Japanese colonial period, Taiwan’s industrial production exceeded agricultural
production, yet nearly half of the former came from agro-processing operations. Taiwan
was actually an agricultural community.
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Agricultural Land Policy and Mass Production

During the Second World War, Taiwan was nearly ruined. A large humber of civilians and
soldiers retreated with the Nationalist Government to Taiwan in 1949, bringing a huge
demand for food. Therefore, "developing agriculture to feed the people" became the
Government's top priority at this moment. In addition to such food measures as farm
taxation, grain for fertilizer and fund lending for steady supply of foodstuff, the
Government also implemented some agricultural land policies, including: 1. pushing
through land reforms to increase farmers’ production and income; 2. building water
conservancy facilities to expand irrigation area; 3. enhancing agricultural promotion and
guidance through farmer’s associations and: organizations at all levels; 4. expanding
forestry operation to support economic development; 5. increasing the output of animal
husbandry and fishery for better nutrition to nationals; and 6. inviting foreign experts to
help improve agricultural technology. In order to introduce government policies and
spread agricultural knowledge, moreover, a government-sponsored magazine —
HARVEST — was published as an important medium for communicating agricultural
policies.
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Agriculture as the Main Source of Revenue

In the early 1950s, Taiwan carried out its first agricultural land reform by adopting  three
policies: “The 37.5% Arable Rent Reduction Act’, “Sale of Public Lands” and “Land to the
Tiller Act” that restored agricultural production to its scale before the war. Meanwhile, the
Government employed an "agriculture supporting industry, industry developing agriculture”
strategy, using agricultural foreign trade to provide industrial development with funding. For
example, Taiwanese-grown bananas were exported to Japan in large quantities, more than
30 million boxes per year; canned pineapples, mushrooms and asparagus were the top three
exported agro-processed products; the Government kept developing inshore fishing and
expanding aquaculture. In the 1960s, agricultural exports continued to increase, through
which a large amount of foreign exchange was earned. In the 1980s, offshore fishing was
fully developed so that its output surpassed that of inshore fishing; expansion of pig-farming
industry led to transformation of this business from a domestic sideline into a profession;
poultry and dairy industries began their rapid development, and chicken consumption
gradually increased with westernization of the diet. Agriculture at this time not only played a
key role in Taiwan's booming economy, but helped establish diplomatic relations through
agricultural cooperation and exchanges with its allies.
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Growth and Structural Transformation

When serving as the backing of industry, agricultural development has hit its bottleneck.
The Government therefore adopted a number of policies and measures to approach the
problems in agriculture, and created opportunities for structural transformation. With the
changes of Taiwan’s economic structure, agricultural labor forces gradually flowed to
industrial sectors, leading to increase of agricultural production costs and change of
agricultural trade from surplus to deficit. In addition, structural changes — agricultural
growth slowed down — occurred in the rural areas. To accelerate agricultural
modernization, the Government enacted "Agricultural Development Act" in 1973 and
adopted the following measures of transformation: 1. strengthening the agro-marketing
system by promoting common marketing and wholesale trading of agricultural products;
2. offering additional benefits to accelerate agricultural mechanization; 3. adjusting the
rice buyout system and implementing paddy field reuse and fallow land system; 4.
shifting the core of forestry from tree-felling, homeland security and tourism further to
nature conservation; 5. diversifying fishery for production and recreation, and enhancing
the development of fishery by joining international organizations; 6. promoting soil and
water conservation to protect agricultural operation and environment; and 7. developing
new species to improve crop quality and satisfy consumer needs.
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Agricultural Advancement

In recent years, Taiwan’s agricultural development has been impacted by trade liberalization
that requires removal of the ban on import of agricultural products, both affecting production
and marketing of domestic ones and resulting in food crisis. Ecological conservation by
agriculture again receives public attention in the wake of extreme climate changes and
growing awareness of environmental protection. Facing the ever-changing international
situations, and natural environment variations, the Government has taken some more
measures, including: 1. activating fallow land and improving food safety; 2. fostering
agricultural human resources by increasing professional participation of youth and women; 3.
promoting farmers’ welfare and rural restoration; 4. boosting agro-tourism by creating
featured agricultural activities and products; 5. improving food safety by source management
from farm to table; 6. respecting lives by fulfiling animal protection; 7. organizing global
distribution by exporting agricultural products; 8. combining agriculture with technology,
making it a high value-added industry. With the cooperation among the government,
industries and academic circles, Taiwan’s agriculture will surely keep pace with the times and
move forward with steady stride.



